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18

information helps us provide insight into the crack cocaine epidemic that led to
"Dark Alliance".

Cannon, Lou. "Reagan Says U.S. Owes 'Contras' Help." The Washington Post, 1 Mar. 1985,
www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1985/03/02/reagan-says-us-owes-contras-help
/7639889b-b639-4d6b-9d00-f13eb13493d2/. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025.

The article helps us understand the motivations for the U.S's involvement with the
Contra rebels. This gives info on the background on the CIA's motivations for the
claims in Dark Alliance

CBS News. The Bush Years, 1989 - 1993. CBS News, 1 Nov. 2002,
www.cbsnews.com/pictures/the-bush-years-1989-1993/6/. Accessed 30 Nov. 2025.

This is an image of George W. Bush holding crack cocaine during the Crack
Epidemic. We use this to show the government's reaction and response to the
Crack Epidemic, along with a meaningful quote about crack's danger and impact.

Cockburn, Alexander. "Alexander Cockburn on the Death of Gary Webb, 'a Very Fine Journalist
Who Deserved Better than He Got." The Nation, 14 Oct. 2014. The Nation,
www.thenation.com/article/archive/alexander-cockburn-death-gary-webb-very-fine-journ
alist-who-deserved-better-he-got/#google vignette. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.

In this source, Alexander Cockburn defends the reporting of Gary Webb after his
death in 2004, exposing the major media for attacking Webb and platforming the
denial from the CIA. This information was very useful for demonstrating the
reaction aspect, especially the media's reaction.

Cockburn, Alexander, and Jeffrey St Clair. Whiteout : the CIA, Drugs and the Press. Pbk. ed ed.

New York Times Archive,



19

archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/first/c/cockburn-white.html. Accessed 18
Feb. 2026.
This book gives essential background of the CIA's history of controversy
surrounding drug trade, including detailed analysis of "Dark Alliance" and its
claims. This is incredibly useful for historical context on our website.
Cothran, Helen. The Central Intelligence Agency. Greenhaven Press, 2003.
This book provides information on the investigations into the CIA's involvement
with drug trafficking. This information is key to understanding the ways the CIA
has denied involvement in prior drug controversies, and demonstrates the
significance of their acknowledgement of negligence following "Dark Alliance"
"Cracks in the System: 20 Years of the Unjust Federal Crack Cocaine Law." ACLU, 26 Oct.
2006,
www.aclu.org/documents/cracks-system-20-years-unjust-federal-crack-cocaine-law.
Accessed 18 Feb. 2026.
This paper researches the differences of crack sentencing vs powder, and the
racial disparities that follow. This helps us understand the effect of crack on
African American communities and the discriminatory incarcerations that plagued
communities.
Dark Alliance: The CIA, the Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Explosion. Goodreads,
www.goodreads.com/book/show/40718249-dark-alliance. Accessed 20 Feb. 2026.
This is a cover art for Dark Alliance. This serves well as a visual on our website

to enhance the readers' experience and understanding.



20

Daunt, Tina. "Written in Pain." LA Times, 16 Mar. 2005. LA Times,

www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-mar-16-et-webb16-story.html. Accessed Oct.

2025.
In this source, Tina Daunt provides an account of Gary Webb's death, intersecting
Webb's media downfall and the San Jose newspaper he worked for with his
personal struggles and perceived death wish. This information helps us by
providing a counterpoint to the reaction aspect, stating that most people did not
believe what he was saying.

Dorsey, Tina. Drugs and Crime Facts. Report no. 165148, Bureau of Justice Statistics,

bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/dcf.pdf. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.
The article offers information on the rise of cocaine during the 80s and 90s,
illustrated through a graph, which visualizes the rise of cocaine due to the alleged
CIA trade. It offers context for the controversy that Webb would bring to light.

"Drugs and Crime Facts." Bureau of Justice Statistics, 11 Dec. 2008,

bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/dcf.pdf. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025.
This report shows evidence and statistics of increased crime rates during the
Crack Epidemic. We use this to show the effects of cocaine and the Crack
epidemic on the American population.

Evans, William, et al. "Guns and violence: The enduring impact of crack cocaine markets on
young black males." Journal of Public Economics, vol. 206, nos. Guns and violence, 18

Jan. 2022, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2021.104581. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.
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This source provided information on the increasing trend of murder rates after
crack cocaine markets emerged in major cities. This helps us further understand
the revolutionary insight into urban conditions that Gary Webb's series offered.

Finn, Daniel. "What We Really Know About the CIA and Crack." Jacobin,
jacobin.com/2021/11/what-we-really-know-about-the-cia-and-crack. Accessed 18 Oct.
2025.

This source shows that there is plentiful evidence of the CIA was not only
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exacerbated the crack cocaine epidemic. This provides background insight into
the CIA's involvement with the drug crisis.
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www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0176268021000069. Accessed 18 Oct.
2025.
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helps us understand the systemic effects of cocaine on the wider public.

Frederick P. Hitz. Penguin Random House,
www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/58790/frederick-p-hitz/. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025.

This is an image of the CIA Inspector General Frederick P. Hitz. We use this on
our website to provide visuals that help to better understand government reaction
to Dark Alliance.

Garvin, Glenn. "Hooked on Fantasies." Reason,; Free Minds and Free Markets, Jan. 1999,

reason.com/1999/01/01/hooked-on-fantasies/. Accessed 26 Nov. 2025.
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This article refutes arguments made in Dark Alliance, and attacks Webb's
character. These counterclaims will give further complexity to our website and
serve as an alternate perspective to take into account.
"Gary Webb: In His Own Words (2002) | CIA Cocaine Dark Alliance." Youtube, uploaded by
Cernov et al., Google, 2002, www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJkNEtgMulw. Accessed 18
Oct. 2025.
This video provides further insight into Webb's experience writing and publishing
"Dark Alliance" and gives motivating factors for his decision to create the series.
This gives valuable background to illustrate our topic's revolution, and we use it
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Gary Webb Speaking. Alchetron, alchetron.com/Gary-Webb. Accessed 20 Feb. 2026.
This is an image of Gary Webb speaking at a podium. We use this image to
provide visual information for our website.
Gross, Terry. "A 'Forgotten History' Of How The U.S. Government Segregated America." npr, 3
May 2017,
www.npr.org/2017/05/03/52665583 1/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-seg
regated-america. Accessed 17 Jan. 2026.
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Harper, Lauren. "'"The Dark Alliance' Declassified." UNREDACTED: The National Security

Archive Blog, 7 Apr. 2015,

unredacted.com/2015/04/07/the-dark-alliance-declassified/#:~:. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.
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This article explains the alleged connection between the Contra Rebels and the
CIA, detailing possible shared contributions to drug trafficking in the United
States. This helps us understand the information that led to Gary Webb writing
"Dark Alliance."

Hart, Peter. A 'Worthless and Whiny' Attack on a Genuine Journalistic Hero. 21 Oct. 2014. Fair,
fair.org/home/wash-post-webb/. Accessed 6 Jan. 2026.

This article provides information on Gary Webb's claims. This helped us analyze
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their legitimacy.

"History of Drug Trafficking." History, edited by History.com editors, 31 May 2017,
www.history.com/articles/history-of-drug-trafficking. Accessed 9 Feb. 2026.

This article details the drug trade of the U.S., from the 19th century to now. This
helps us understand the background of drug trafficking preceding the realease of
Dark Alliance.
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www.theguardian.com/books/2025/jul/10/the-mission-by-tim-weiner-review-unmasking-t
he-cia. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025.

This is an image of the CIA headquarters. We use this to give context on the
parties which played a part and were involved in Dark Alliance.

Howard, John. "Reporter's Notebook: Looking Back at Gary Webb." Capitol Weekly News
[Sacramento], 10 Oct. 2014. Capitol Weekly,

capitolweekly.net/webb-gary-sacramento-looking-back/. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.
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providing information about Webb as a person. This provides further information
about Webb to gain further knowledge about our topic.

"The Iran-Contra Affair." PBS, www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/reagan-iran/.
Accessed 10 Feb. 2026.

This articles details the Iran-Contra affair and the arm sale toward the Contra
rebels. We use this article to understand the U.S.'s involvment with the Contra
rebels.
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Contras.
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Use during the 1980s and 1990s*." PubMed Central, United States Government, 17 Aug.
2017, pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5563377. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.

This article shows the decline in socioeconomic health due to cocaine usage. This

helps us understand the effect that cocaine smuggling had on communities in
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America. It relates to our topic due to the rise in cocaine smuggling and usage
being part of the Contra trade covered by Webb.
Jones, Brenda, and Krishan Trotman. Queens of the Resistance: Maxine Waters : a Biography.
Penguin Publishing Group, 2020.
This book gives an overview of Maxine Waters' professional career and life. This
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helped us understand her legitimacy as a politician and the reforms achieved by
the caucus.
Kill the Messenger. Directed by Michael Cuesta, Focus Features, 2014.
Kill the Messenger is a biographical movie detailing Webb's research into Dark
Alliance, the supposed persecution he faced as a result of its publication, and its
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topic, and gave more insight into Webb's personal life and motivations.
Knapp, Alyssa. "Nicaraguan Revolution (1978-1990)." American Archive, 2021,
americanarchive.org/exhibits/newshour-cold-war/nicaragua. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025.
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Nicaraguan revolution, and US aid to the Contras. This gives significant clarity to
the factors leading up to the trafficking of Crack into the United States.
Kornbluh, Peter. "The Storm over 'Dark Alliance." The George Washington University,
nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB113/storm.htm. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.
In this source, Peter Kornbluh analyses the public's reaction to "Dark Alliance",

in addition to a general summary of some events leading up to its publication,
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Kornbluh, Peter. Life of a Scandal. The Nation, www.thenation.com/article/archive/life-scandal/.
Accessed 28 Dec. 2025.

This article provides information on the government reaction to Gary Webb's
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American Addiction Centers, 8 May 2025,
americanaddictioncenters.org/stimulants/cocaine/differences-with-crack. Accessed 6 Jan.
2026.
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effect crack had on communitites during the Crack Epidemic.
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This article shows the gap between Dark Alliance's claims and the public
interpretation. We use this source to show the media's reaction to Gary Webb's
Dark Alliance.
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www.historyvshollywood.com.
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Accessed 3 Jan. 2026. Map.
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2025.
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www.mediapost.com/publications/article/337333/the-washington-post-adds-10-investigat

ive-journa.html. Accessed 20 Feb. 2026.
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visual on our media reaction page to further contextualize the excerpt from their
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Accessed 20 Oct. 2025.

This source discusses the effect of the crack cocaine epidemic on African
American communities and the linked ties to the CIA and the Contra rebels. This
provides insight onto research leading up to the revolutionary impact of Gary
Webb's "Dark Alliance". We also use the image in this article's header as a visual
on our website.
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National Drug Intelligence Center,
www.justice.gov/archive/ndic/pubs3/3300/cocaine.htm.

The map along with the article shows where and how much cocaine entered

America and its effects. The map helps us understand the scale of cocaine
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bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/dcf.pdf. Accessed 19 Feb. 2026. Chart.
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between the communities impacted by Crack cocaine and powder cocaine.
Parry, Robert. "America's Debt to Gary Webb." FAIRNESS & ACCURACY IN REPORTING, 1
Mar. 2005, fair.org/extra/americas-debt-to-gary-webb/. Accessed 26 Nov. 2025.
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further about how the public reacted to Dark Alliance.

Peale, Rembrandt. Thomas Jefferson. 1800. White House Historical Association,
www.whitehousehistory.org/photos/treasures-of-the-white-house-thomas-jefferson.
This is an illustration of Thomas Jefferson. We use this illustration on our website

to provide visual context to a quote by him.
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2026.
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ategy. Accessed 18 Feb. 2026.
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This article details the backlash against support for the Contra rebels. This info
helps us understand the CIA's motivations to not help the Contras through public
means.
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This article discusses the massive scale of the mid-80s Crack Epidemic. This
helps us understand the reasons for crack's initial spread, the reasons it was so
deadly and the personal impact it had on many communities.

Sharon, Farmer. John Kerry. 2004. Britannica.com, Encyclopadia Britannica,
www.britannica.com/biography/John-Kerry. Accessed 19 Feb. 2026.
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investigation.
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americanaddictioncenters.org/stimulants/cocaine/risks-effects-dangers. Accessed 6 Jan.
2026.
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Guardian, 17 July 2023,
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picture of the impacts of the Crack epidemic.
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This news article refutes Gary Webb's claims in Dark Alliance, which will be
useful in making a counterclaim for our reform. Further, it gives readers of our
website a deeper understanding of the discourse caused by Webb.
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media.defense.gov/2024/0ct/02/2003557339/-1/-1/0/20241001 NICARAGUA%20(CO
NTRAS) 1978-90.PDF. Accessed 18 Oct. 2025.

This document provides a U.S. Government Executive Summary focusing on the
Nicaraguan conflict from 1978-1990. This helps us provide background

information on the revolution sparked by Gary Webb's "Dark Alliance” series.
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This is a picture of New York Times newspapers. This gives a visual for the
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This article details acts of terrorism committed by the Contras. We use this to
understand the controversy over the U.S.'s support for the Contras.

"U.S. aid to Contras signed into law." History, 13 Nov. 2009,
www.history.com/this-day-in-history/october-18/u-s-aid-to-contras-signed-into-law.
Accessed 17 Jan. 2026.

This article states the aid given to the Contra rebels by the U.S. government. We
use this article to understand the U.S.'s involvement with the Contra rebels before
the end of aid.

"U.S. Intervention in Nicaragua, 1911/1912." U.S. Department of State, 20 Jan. 2001,
2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/ip/108629.htm. Accessed 6 Feb. 2026.

This source gives an overview on the United States's occupation of Nicaragua in
the early 20th century. This article provides background information on previous
U.S. interventions in the region and helps us understand the United States's view

of Nicaragua.
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journalistic response to it. It helps us understand the reaction of distrust from the

mainstream media and the outrage from the public.



